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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 
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11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-13 are pending and have been examined. The priority date considered for the 
application is December 10, 2001. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract must not exceed 150 
words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,668,376 to Wang et al. (hereinafter "Wang"). 

With respect to claim 1, Wang discloses a system for facilitating selection, installation, 
and configuration of drivers for devices connected to a network (see the abstract) comprising: 

(a) first means for automatically accessing information about a device for which a driver 
is to be installed and providing a signal in response thereto, said device being in communication 
with a computer (see column 4, lines 11-18, which shows automatically querying a device 
attached to a computer and providing identification data in response); and 
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(b) second means for selecting a driver for said device and installing and automatically 
configuring said driver on said computer based on said signal (see column 5, lines 3-6 and 11-15, 
which shows automatically selecting and installing a driver for the device based on the 
identification data). 

With respect to claim 2, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said information 
includes device type and operational capabilities (see column 4, lines 35-46, which shows that 
the information includes the device class or type and the command set or operational capabilities 
of the device). 

With respect to claim 3, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said network is 
part of a managed environment (see column 3, lines 31-35, which shows that the operations are 
performed automatically so as to obviate user action) and first means includes a database that 
maintains said information organized according to an asset number or other identification 
number or name associated with said device (see column 3, lines 63-66, which shows a database 
for maintaining the information organized according to identification data). 

With respect to claim 4, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said information 
includes first and second portions, said first portion obtained and entered in said database upon 
installation of said device (see column 3, line 66 to column 4, line 4, which shows that the 
information includes a first URL portion, previously provided and entered in the database by the 
manufacturer, and a second identification data portion). 
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With respect to claim 5, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said second means 
includes a website portal accessible by via said computer for enabling downloading of said driver 
(see column 3, lines 58-60, which shows a web site portal accessible by the computer for 
downloading the driver). 

With respect to claim 6, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said first means 
includes a user-interface running on said website portal for enabling said user to enter said asset 
number or name into said website portal to enable said website portal to automatically select or 
build an appropriate driver package based on said asset number (see column 5, lines 6-9, which 
shows a browser for accessing the user interface of the web site, and lines 17-22, which shows 
that the database into which the identification data is entered may be on the web site). 

With respect to claim 7, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said website portal 
includes database software for enabling said user to search for said device or corresponding 
device asset number or name in said database based on capabilities of said device and/or 
proximity of said device to said computer (see column 4, line 67 to column 5, line 3, which 
shows searching the database based on the identification data, and column 4, lines 35-46, which 
shows that the identification data includes the command set or operational capabilities of the 
device). 

With respect to claim 9, Wang discloses a system for facilitating automatic device driver 
selection, download, installation, and configuration for a selected device in a managed 
environment (see the abstract) comprising: 
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(a) first means for maintaining and organizing data and basic drivers for devices installed 
in said managed environment, said data sufficient to configure said basic drivers for each of said 
devices (see column 3, line 63 to column 4, line 4, which shows a database for maintaining data 
used to configure device drivers); and 

(b) second means for automatically selecting, installing, and configuring an appropriate 
one of said basic drivers on a computer based on said selected device and via said data (see 
column 5, lines 3-6 and 11-15, which shows automatically selecting and installing a driver for 
the device based on the data). 

With respect to claim 10, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said first means 
includes a database server running a data repository database and a device driver database (see 
column 3, lines 58-60, which shows a server having device drivers, and column 5, lines 17-22, 
which shows that the data repository database may be on the server). 

With respect to claim 11, Wang further discloses the limitation wherein said second 
means includes a managed device portal website for enabling access to said system via said 
customer computer (see column 3, lines 58-60, which shows a web site portal for device drivers 
that enables access from the computer). 

With respect to claim 13, Wang discloses a method for facilitating selection, installation, 
and configuration of drivers for devices connected to a network (see the abstract) comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) automatically accessing information about a device for which a driver is to be 
installed, said device in communication with a computer, and said information including device 
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type and operational capabilities and providing a signal in response thereto (see column 4, lines 
11-18, which shows automatically querying a device attached to a computer and providing 
identification data in response, and lines 35-46, which shows that the information includes the 
device class or type and the command set or operational capabilities of the device); and 

(b) selecting a driver for said device and installing and automatically configuring said 
driver on said computer based on said signal (see column 5, lines 3-6 and 11-15, which shows 
automatically selecting and installing a driver for the device based on the identification data). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang, as applied 
to claim 7 above, in view of U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0065755 to Gunji (hereinafter "Gunji"). 

With respect to claim 8, although Wang discloses a browser running on said computer 
and accessing said website portal (see column 5, lines 6-9), Wang does not expressly disclose the 
limitation wherein said second portion of said information includes operating system and 
language information pertaining to said computer based on headers automatically supplied by a 
browser running on said computer and accessing said website portal. 
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However, Gunji discloses a system for automatically obtaining device drivers (see the 
abstract). Gunji discloses that a user typically selects an appropriate driver according to the 
operating system and language (see page 1, paragraph 4, lines 1-4). Gunji further discloses 
attribute information for selecting and downloading a driver that includes the platform or 
operating system (see page 5, paragraph 76, lines 5-14). The attribute information enables the 
user to obtain drivers from disparate sources (see paragraph 68, lines 3-12). 

Furthermore, it is well known in the art that the headers defined by the HTTP standard 
provide operating system and language information, such as in the User- Agent and Accept- 
Language headers, respectively. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to supplement the information of Wang with operating system and language 
information, as taught by Gunji, and for the browser of Wang to supply such information, as is 
defined by the HTTP standard. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang in view of 
U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0051012 to Chen (hereinafter "Chen"). 

With respect to claim 12, Wang discloses a method for facilitating device driver 
installation and configuration in a managed environment (see the abstract) comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) assigning asset numbers to devices of said managed environment and organizing 
information needed to configure drivers for said devices by said asset numbers and providing 
organized information in response thereto (see column 3, line 63 to column 4, line 4, which 
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shows information organized by identification data assigned to the devices for configuring 
drivers, and column 4, lines 61-65, which shows that the identification data includes a model or 
asset number); 

(b) determining one of said asset numbers corresponding to a device for which a driver is 
to be installed and configured on a computer in said managed environment (see column 4, lines 
11-18, which shows querying a device to determine its identification data); 

(c) entering said asset number into a managed device portal, said device portal having 
access to said organized information (see column 5, lines 17-22, which shows entering the 
identification data into a database on a web site portal). 

Wang does not expressly disclose the limitation wherein the device portal is running 
driver building software. 

However, Chen discloses a driver installation system (see the abstract), in which software 
on the server creates a driver package from a driver database based on a detection result (see 
page 2, paragraph 12, lines 19-22). The detection result is an identification of the type and 
number of drivers to download (see lines 13-17), and the driver package automatically installs 
the needed drivers (see lines 22-26). Chen discloses that the driver installation system reduces 

the size of the download and improves the download time (see paragraph 11, lines 1-12). 

i 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to supplement the system of Wang with the driver package building features taught by 
Chen, for the purpose of constructing driver packages that reduce the size of the download and 
improve the download time. 

Wang in view of Chen further discloses the steps of: 
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(d) employing said driver building software to automatically construct a driver package 
via said asset number and said organized information (see Wang, column 5, lines 3-6 and 11-15, 
which shows automatically downloading a driver package for the device based on the 
identification data); and 

(e) automatically installing and configuring a driver for said computer and via said driver 
package to enable use of said device by said computer (see Wang, column 5, lines 11-15, which 
shows automatically installing a driver for the device from the package). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Pat. No. 5,692,1 1 1 to Marbry et al. discloses the automatic installation of 
printers in a distributed environment. U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0066066 to Nguyen et al. discloses the 
download and installation of software from a network printer. U.S. Pat. No. 6,694,354 to Elg 
discloses host computer access to peripheral device drivers. U.S. Pat. No. 6,728,787 to Leigh 
discloses a system and method for locating and installing device drivers for peripheral devices. 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,789,1 1 1 to Brockway et al. discloses the automatic detection and installation of 
client peripheral devices by a server. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (571) 272-3707. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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